
 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Teacher’s Guide 

 

Welcome! 
 

Thank you for choosing the Museum of Durham History for your classroom field experience! We would 

like to make sure that you and your students get the most out of your visit.  This guide will help you plan 

and prepare for your visit. 

 

About the Museum of Durham History 

The Museum of Durham History uses stories about people, places, and things to foster curiosity, 

encourage further inquiry, and promote an understanding of diverse perspectives about the Durham 

community and its history. The museum puts its mission into action as a free, public venue that features 

rotating exhibits on a variety of Durham topics. 

 
 

 

General Information 

• Free parking is available next to the museum and we can accommodate most school busses. 

• The museum comfortably accommodates up to 15 students and two chaperones. This allows 

enough room for people to move around, and look at the exhibits. Larger groups can divide into 

sub-groups and rotate between the museum and downtown self-guided activities. 

• Our school program Durham Beginnings lasts approximately one hour and 15 minutes. 

• Your group may want to eat lunch at the Five Points Plaza at the intersection of Main & E. 

Chapel Hill. We recommend the Five Points Plaza or any of the few parks within walking distance 

for a snack or lunch before or after your visit.   

 

 

 

 

 

Are you are interested in registering your class for a visit? CLICK HERE 
and complete all necessary information. We will follow up to confirm the 

details. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11NhniS2h9LFEY1OW1iTjDsXUv2OoIbUPpWmnWrimOmM/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11NhniS2h9LFEY1OW1iTjDsXUv2OoIbUPpWmnWrimOmM/prefill


 

PLANNING YOUR VISIT 
 
 

 

Durham Beginnings Program 

Grades 3-5 

Our Durham Beginnings elementary program uses storytelling (narrative history) and primary sources to 

explore Durham’s early history and the people featured in our Durham Beginning’s exhibit. Students 

take a deeper dive into Durham’s History with a Scavenger Trivia Hunt or the I-Spy Activity. The program 

is one hour and 15 minutes and is designed for up to 15 students. 
 

NC Essential Standards: 3.H.1, 3.H.2, 3.E.2, RI.3.1, RI.3.7, SL.3.1, 4.H.1, 4.H.1.3, 4.E.1.3, SL.4.1, 5.H.1, SL.5.1  

 

Grades 5-8 

Our Durham Beginnings middle school program uses storytelling (narrative history) and primary source 

analysis to investigate Durham’s early history and the people featured in our Durham Beginnings exhibit. 

Students create and share historical narratives.  This activity which can also be extended into a post-visit 

activity in the classroom. The program is one hour and 15 minutes and is designed for up to 15 students. 
 

NC Essential Standards: 5.H.1, 5.H.2, SL.5.1, 6.H.1, SL.6.1, 7.H.1, SL.7.1, 8.H.1, 8.H.3, 8.C.1, SL.8.1 
 

For High School groups, please contact the museum for program offerings. 

 

 

Suggested Downtown Self-Guided Activities 

For larger groups that have been divided into rotating sub-groups and for groups that would like to 

extend their exploration of downtown Durham, we offer some free activity suggestions: 

 

▪ Student Curators Activity! Design a Durham-themed Art Exhibit at the Durham Arts Council – just 

a block away!  This lesson is adaptable for grades 3-8.  

As a courtesy, we request that schools notify the Durham Arts Council in advance to confirm that 

there are no scheduled activities on your planned day to visit:  

120 Morris St, Durham, NC 27701, (919) 560-2787 

 

▪ History Beneath Our Feet Downtown Walking Tour 
Please note, we are unable to accommodate self-guided school tours at our 

museum at this time. 



 

PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT 

 
Pre-Visit Materials 

Click on each title to open link. 
 

Durham Beginnings (required – one copy per student) 
Primary Source Analysis Tools Worksheet  
Story Map  
 

Downtown Self-guided materials: Student Curator! at the Durham Arts Council 
Student Curator! worksheet (one for each student)  
Instructor’s Guide for Student Curator! (instructions for Teachers/chaperones)  
Clipboards + Pencils for each student 
 

Downtown Self-guided materials: History Beneath Our Feet Downtown Walking Tour 
Map 1 – West Main St. 
Map 2 – Central Park 
Map 3 – Tobacco Town West 

 

https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/WalkingTourFoldingInstructions.pdf


 

 

 

 

Suggested Online Resources for Before and After Your Visit  

All of these resources (and more!) are available on the LEARN tab at MoDH.org. 

▪ Durham County Library Online Exhibits  

▪ History Beneath Our Feet:  People, Streets and Landmarks 

▪ History Beneath Our Feet Downtown Walking Tour 

▪ History Beneath Our Feet: Lesson Plans 

▪ Digital Durham:  Maps of Durham 

▪ Digital Durham:  Lesson Plans and Lesson Plan Documents 

▪ African Americans in Durham , John Hope Franklin Collection, Duke Library 

▪ Women of Black Wall Street   

▪ Bull City:  A Short History of Durham, North Carolina 

 

Contact Information: 

 

Jeanette Shaffer, Director of Operations 

jshaffer@modh.org 

 

Kemba N’Namdi, Education Coordinator 

kembannamdi@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dur.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/ncc/?rm=ONLINE+EXHIBITS0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&dt=list%3E
https://dur.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/ncc/?rm=ONLINE+EXHIBITS0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&dt=list%3E
http://museumofdurhamhistory.org/beneathourfeet/students
https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/WalkingTourFoldingInstructions.pdf
http://museumofdurhamhistory.org/beneathourfeet/teachers
https://digitaldurham.duke.edu/hueism.php?x=browse&dduMenu_0_value=ma&dduMenu_0=category&SendSearch=1
https://digitaldurham.duke.edu/teachers.php
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/franklin/collections/durham_afams
https://paulimurrayproject.org/durhamstories/bwswomen/
https://paulimurrayproject.org/durhamstories/bwswomen/
https://durhamcountylibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/The-Bull-City—A-Short-History-of-Durham.pdf
https://durhamcountylibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/The-Bull-City—A-Short-History-of-Durham.pdf
mailto:jshaffer@modh.org.
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